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] o Hundreds of teachers, staff mem- o tcacher of the Mear o
Inside this issue: bers, and administrators attgnded
the February®celebration evgntBessey Creek Elem. Kim Brown
Middle School for the Martin County SchpdFhallenger Schoal Maureen Basilico
Cafeterias Go Teacher of the Yeahich was heIdnySté1| Lake Elem. Maria Miele
High -Tech with at Club Med in Port St. Lucie. fnDavid Anderson Middetty D. Marshall
Biometrics each school 6s ::E‘jwu yGrgrdL?y%ted
~ N . aks |dd|e Teresjta Smi
it hemeo o mustoc- 8odnt Eleth 9 efJRobeﬁsgn
Students Shine at workers cheering, each of| thgjiantown Middle L|nda Falco
Skills USA twenttwo nominees was escq rteob. Parker School of
Competition , to the stage where he or she ayaitedience, Math & Tech. Karen Neff
Superintendent Sara the naming of the winner. This| yéansen Beach Elem.  Beth Ryan
Outstanding icox and Marin Carol Matthews| JosecReachHioh | CGharles Sagics ff d
y School District - 5 in County High Julie Gebhardt
Volunteers of the Year Teacher of the Year grade te_acher at Warfield Elt_am .nﬁé%)ray Middie Michele Jerrells
o Carol Matthews School in Indiantown, rece~|vej EﬁmcltyE _ Dan | Rendell
School District OdConnor top honor. Al Ekw{r' lchidsones | | was
Happenings happy for my s Cﬁb@é&lérm BlemO 0 Ci@aydnaoklo S{ai d
upon hearing her name announced. Sandy Pines Holly Vincent
School District O6Connor i s a v awogeaara of expesiejosSeadvind Elerwvi t h Lbulse Ratitoun
Bulletin Board twentysix of those years in Martin County. She has been|a $eattheerk High Keith Krueger
at Warfield for the past nfiSgestrumyle/S. High Debfﬁﬁ'esﬁa"@”( ked
Education Foundation thought, o6Yes! We did it | SgatM %Con bOFK Q/g for
of Martin County result of being a part of Jrarfigld Ee %ttF nidi ng
begin to tell you how proud | am of the all of the childr¢n and the 0 nn
Regular School Board teachers in my school. It is a privilege to play a part in these young
Meeting Dates peopl et alcihwee s .d@ntinudd en Page 2. ©
Martin County School District has Highest Graduation Rate and
Lowest Dropout Rate in Florida
A report released by the Florida Department of Education shows |  Graduation Rate 2004-2005 2005-2006
County School District has the highest graduation rate, 93.2 percen Martin County 84.9% 93.2%
|l owest dropout rate, 0.4 per cenl__SchoolDistrict | di st
tremendous accomplishment, o sa State 71.9% 71.0% Wilco
1 1 arn ot ricl
?chools a_nd District staff work extr_emely hard to track students wh_o Dropout Rate 0022005 20052008
or dropping out and place them in programs that best meet their :
needs It is truly a team effo Martin County 1.3% 0.4%
T School District
Reaching this level of success has taken many years of hard worl State 3.0% 35%
Il ance. In 1998, Martin County6s TeEeporrtrea graaouatrom rate was a|
percent. To address this issue, the District instituted new policiesWititopt@uesd information reported to the state, the graduationtaatedrop

dures and staff received additional training. However, after sevecanyeartsubf reflect the amazing work being done by our schools, teachers,
significant increases, the graduation rate dipped slightly in 2005 to &9 pefcénf. © adds Dr . Wil cox.
AThis became a catalyst for us.The Superinfemdenmip als duick ®© pdind ouetheairhportant eole studel
role in dropout prevention and refocus our efforts on early interventigraserdsearet our community play in helping the District reach high levels of
diation for struggling studentsedssayi$ Dvo.ul Wi Ilddkx. t ofi Weh d mko keuwr s
nity to identify what we wer e studentsdontheir wilingressmmu desiredo cantiplete eir wacation, arid dif
One of the key strategies t o obuecomnmpity ferniecortiraied suppoxt. dogstrerd weiwill contewe $oiaimd
focus on student data to ensure accurate information is being subr@itteddiaothile and staff will continue our mission to ensure each of our stud
Fl orida Department of E d u-lbrgteffodne c o nfieTsh ias hmuysht stdhoah gngduage. §ea
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Paying for School Meals Goes High -Tech for 2006-2007 Outstanding
Middle School Students Volunteers of the Year

It puts cuttirgdge technolaygnd lundhright at their fingertips congratulations to the Martin County School

A pilot program currently underway at Murray Middle uses a fingergrinhoaeana7 cositstanding Volunteers of the
imaging system, called Biometrics, to allow students to pay foygiool

meal s. The program has gone so smoothly that the D
of Food Services, Rae Hollenbeck, says plans are now movirgiageading Senior Volunteer of the Year:

to implement the system at o bob Owem Palt Sdleeno Blembrtagy| s . i
ing but positive comments about the Biometrics syst
beck. AThe kids 1 ike it beQuistansieg Adul \élunteeroféhe Yegro mu c h
likes it because they dondt MmaCarel Harper, SbettaHork MightS¢hook t ud e r
cards or forgetting their PIN numbers. It has been aitvation

for everyone. o0 Outstanding Youth Volunteer of the Year:
Principal Kit Weir gets Hereds how Biometrics wor k<hadRoteglenseq RBeach bigh S¢ghpoh ger i s
her finger scanned and the image is immediately converted into a binary number. The
during lunch at Murray binary number is then encry ﬁ)f‘@a@d_'”g Migdle SghoplAgggVolpngeer 9f o ¢ ¢

Middle. The school is number. After that, the only thing students have to do to pay!
the first in the District

. ) meals is place their index finger on a biometrics keypad. Th %@We Carcano, Indiantown Middle School
to use Biometrics

o the meal is then deducted f ?{n .tkEfzir csalfe}\e(/ia acco
technology in its o ; . . uistanding Elementary School Agé Volunteer
cafeteria. print image itself is never saved nor stored in the system an fct% ng ar

be recreated, 06 says Holl enb'ﬁeg( Homan QegsléfctregksElenqente{?yey poi
privacy concerns from parents. 0 '
The next school to have the Biometrics system installed is Dr. David L. Anderson Middlgy, HipReibetKensen Beach High School has also
says she plans to have Hidden Oaks Middle and Stuart Middle up and running by spring greak. pindigny me d the Florida |

town Middle will have the system instal IRgfbnifdutstarify Y8uth¥Siunteef df thel Ya!
three traditional high schools. Hollenbeck adds that the-padeysieyms will remain in place for

students who opt out of wusing the biometrics system. iso far,
allow their students to participate. Overall, | think it has bee

Hollenbeck says at this time there are no plans to use the system in the elementary schopl@gekras. of the Year
However, the District is considering other possible uses of the Biometrics technology. (§8mﬁu§gcﬁfb
preliminary ideas could involve using the system in school media centers or perhaps even on school
buses. iThere are definitely a lot of P&ELHINHioOri tWielsl, onewy ¢ e
though, | think ités important for our pchooleDistricsin theocompstitioa to HRed G §
feel comfortable with it being used by s2008deachersfthg Yaarhonor currently held by

Jensen Beach High School
Students Shine in  Skills USA  Competitions am thrilled to be the 1
says O6Connor . il t i s h
They had a mission: create a 60 second television commercial for theggptidat it came at this time in my career because it
Oceanographic Society, target specific demographics, center the commerfahbaonrahy years of very, very hard work and dedi-
a designated theme, and get the whole thing finished in just a few hours. cFeom iwrit-n . © Among the thin
ing, to shooting the video, to éditiig)was the challenge faced by students @huring her reign is putting together an anthology of
peting in th€V Media Productaaiegory dhe Skills USA Regional Competitiomemorable stories from teachers across the school
which took place Februatylfd Alt really is andiscréeditbl e fidvwenits, 0s csmeytsh
Ashley, the TV Production teacher at South Fork High Schooll\Wwiverdidheabout forever; we need to write these stories down. |
Producton o mpeti ti on was hel d. il t g ithinlkeiSyouag men @&nd wasnenaverg tb readphese, it
tions can be in the real worl d. mit ghts angpéeat ehgenr iten chee

This year, thekills USA Regional Competiasrcéhosted by the Martin County School DisDi6tConnor says she thinks
and the St. Lucie County School District. It included more than 500 students from eight ceuaties| facimgy . ATeaching is
off in approximately 40 categories. In addition to TV Media Production, vocational studentseampetedis o many | i ves. 0
categories such as Auto Body, Commercial Photography, Culinary Arts, Web Design, and Computer
Repairs. Leadership students also spewiag bhathpeting in events that put their public spgaking
and job interview skills to the test. ATheg@ oxtelde Pt & had e ¥ § ey
the Districtds Director of Applied Techlnol o , Career Developnf)e,
any time you can award a student a medal for an excellent performance, after he or sh hapcﬂnéeéeé; wor k may bife !
against outstanding peers from other schoome d@ayi,s buteadndgadwsrc

By the end of the competition, Martin County students earned fourteen medals. Noy, the top stu-

m page one)

dents will be gearing up for either the state orSkdto8A o mpet i t i ons. fi do not tr'hi nk peopl e
always realize just how many good, talented students there érestudethtsrevho are focus -Alexander Dumas

and motivated. OQur future is in good hgnds with these kids,0 sa
For more i nformation on tCareer afié Tethnical EQuzationt y School Districtos

Programgisit www.sbmc.org/vace/sed.php.



